BAND EXPRESSIONS SERIES s

sAmerlca, the Beautiful

Music by SAMUEL AUGUSTUS WARD
Words by KATHERINE LEE BATES
Arranged by ROBERT W. SMITH (ASCAP) and MICHAEL STORY (ASCAP)
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PROGRAM NOTES

In 1893, after a memorable trip to the top of Colorado’s Pikes Peak, college instructor Katherine
Lee Bates wrote the words to the song “America, the Beautiful” as a poem. Oddly enough, the
music that is associated with the poem was composed || years earlier by Samuel A. Ward. It wasn’t
until 1910 that Bates’ words and Ward’s music were published together, creating perhaps the most
stirring patriotic song in American history.

NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

The chimes, timpani, and piano/keyboard parts are completely optional. If chimes are unavailable,
you may substitute bells or omit the part altogether. Please feel free to raise the bells part 8va if de-
sired. Horns and alto saxophones will need a full breath of air before the anacrusis to measure 38.

Please note: Our band and orchestra music is now being collated by an automatic high-speed
system. The enclosed parts are now sorted by page count, rather than score order. We hope this
will not present any difficulty for you in distributing the parts. Thank you for your understanding.
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Best wishes for a great performances!





