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Sword Dance
Awnanged by Bob Phillipa
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SWORD DANCE

Sword Dance is a tune from Orchesographie (1588) by Thoinot Arbeau.
As the only dance manual published in France in the second half of the
16th century, Arbeau’s collection is considered the definitive source for
dance music of the era. This melody, which takes its name from the dance
tune style it accompanies, is one of the variations found in the “Air Des
Buffoons.” The piece starts with a presentation of the tune in the low
strings that continues in the violins. It is then played antiphonally,
followed by a pizzicato variation that concludes in an exuberant, fast-
paced ending. Students will love this high-energy tune from the
Renaissance era.
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